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Carson ? " he sald^ a and will you promise not to be setting
upon me In every town ? " He received one of those smiles
which   transfigure  Carson's   face From  grinmesK   to   real
beauty, <c My lord, I will," he answered, " if you'll promise
me that If you'll be strong, you'll he iwtiviful." Later Mr*
Justice   Lawson   was   able   to   do  Carson  a   good   turn,
Carson was engaged with John Gibson,, Q,GM a brother to
Lord Ashbourne, afterwards Irish Attorney-Genera^ In a
difficult case of slander of title, a class of case which, as
every lawyer knows, requires the most careful preliminary
" pleading/3 John Gibson, a man who suffered from an
overdose of undigested case law, thoughtlessly and cruelly
said at the consultation, in the presence of the client, '* On
the pleadings [which had of course been drafted by Carson]
it is impossible to win this case." This observation, true or
not, was  calculated  to do great  professional damage to
the young junior, Carson replied  boldly to the Queen's
Counsel, also in the presence of the client, ** 1 do not know
what you are talking about, John Gibson-'* They then went
into Court, before Mr. Justice Lawson, everybody engaged
in the case in bad humour with the others. Gibson testily
opened the case, feeling convinced that his junior's pleadings
had prevented him from putting the right line before the
jury, and then left Carson to deal with the witnesses and
finish the case as best he could by himself* After Gibson's
departure the case began to mend, and it became obvious
that Carson was going to win- At this stage there was a
rustle of a silk gown, and Gibson came fussily hack into
Court, thinking the case had been lost, " Did you remember
to give notice of appeal ? " he saici Carson had the satis-
faction of replying, " The Judge is with its : we arc going
to win." Even then Gibson did not spare Cumml  He
jumped up, and said, " My lord, I ask leave to amend the
pleadings/* Lawson replied in his most terrible manner,
** No amendment is necessary ; 1 never saw more accurate
pleadings in my life/* Not for nothing had Canton served an
apprenticeship with an equity draughtsman. Neither did
John Gibson, with true Irish generosity, bear his junior any
ill-will on account of this discomfiture, but in the md